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Project: germinant: avebury, 2008 
 
 
 
Architect / designer / maker: Cathy Smith and Matthew Dixon 
 
Brief: invitation to submit and interpretative model for the for Abundant, the Australian exhibition at the 11th Architectural Biennale in Venice 
 
Address: Venice  
 
Description: 
This interpretative model was based on the Avebury St residence. The model was made of offcut and found materials; primarily aluminum honeycomb and mirror sheet. The 
model sits on an artificial grass base. 
 
 
“From the exterior, this project is a typical gabled cottage. Its interest stems from its atypical, collaborative methods of production, involving simultaneous designing, making and inhabitation. 
Each of these phases is seen as equally important, as are the different participants who contribute to its creation. This method of production enables the project to be fine-tuned over time as 
part of everyday living; with a minimal budget; and DIY, repurposed and, like the model, found and recycled materials. Focusing on non-structural interventions in the existing building interior, 
and front and rear gardens, we bring an architectural sensibility to acts of building repair, maintenance, decoration and gardening.”
 
    
